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Who Am I?



Who Are You?

 Psychologists, Psychiatrists

 Interns, Residents

 Student Affairs, Academic Affairs

 Student Service Providers

 Students, Friends, Family Members



Who Are They?

 Military veterans returning to college

 Male and female

 Usually 21 and older

 Multiple eras – OIF/OEF and prior

 Most current have been deployed, but 
not all.



What Are We Looking At?

 Department of Education has little to 
no data on the student veteran 
population to understand enrollment 
trends, persistence rates, and other 
information specific to veteran 
engagement in higher education.



Why Is This Important?

 460,000 veterans are currently using 
education benefits to attend college.

 Estimated 40,000 other veterans in 
college not using education benefits.

 Student veterans are non-traditional in 
terms of:

Older age

Delayed college entry

Often first generation



Things to Think About

 How accessible is veteran information 
on your campus website?

 Is there a point of contact for veterans 
issues on campus other than for 
Education benefits?

 Who can you go to on your campus or 
in your facility if you have questions or 
concerns about veteran specific issues?



Campus Examples

 Student veteran social organizations

 Academic courses on military issues

 Modifying existing mentoring programs

 Veteran friendly zones



Panel Discussions

 Student Veterans Mental Health Panel

 VA Medical Center GP

 Vet Center counselor

 Counseling Center director

 Staff/faculty veteran

 Current student veteran



Veteran Cultural Competence

 Simple list of ideas and resources is not 
sufficient outreach and education.

 Explore innovative training and 
outreach ideas.

 Develop ‘veteran’ status as a cultural 
diversity group in campus student 
affairs training and programming.



www.mentalhealth.va.gov/college



www.activeminds.org/veterans



Contact

Presenter

 melanieg@txstate.edu

Campus Programming

 http://www.activeminds.org


